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Are Student Loans Delayed by Economic Crisis?
By AMY PASSARETTI
The Breeze

The current economic crisis means more than
just high gas and food prices, rising unemployment
and home foreclosures. But for JMU students, the
financial mess may stifle their education.
With banks and financial institutions around
the nation struggling to stay afloat, students are
facing multiple problems: They’re having more
trouble getting loans from private lenders; when
they get loans, the interest rates are often too high;
and many are struggling to come up with enough

Ghandi
Lives on
In Library

money for tuition, rent and other costly necessities. They can be assured though, that federal loans
shouldn’t be affected as greatly.
“I couldn’t buy my books for the first couple
weeks of school and so I was behind in my class,”
said Sarah Kyger, a senior communication studies
major. JMU sent Kyger, along with other students,
an e-mail before school started, informing her that
her loan would be delayed.
“I had to find another way to pay,” said Kyger,
a Harrisonburg resident. She said she was given a
five-day grace period on her rent payment because
of the delay.

Edamerica, one of many institutions providing Federal Stafford loans to students, ran out of
money in the past few months, according to Brad
Barnett, senior associate director for the JMU Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships.
The government provided Edamerica and other
similar organizations with bridge loans (temporary
money that they will have to pay back) so that they
could then lend to students. Since there is an “extra
player involved, students are experiencing delays,”
Barnett said. “They will get it though.”
The delay in loans has already left some students scrambling.

“My girlfriend had to borrow money
from me to pay rent,” said Ronnie West, a junior communication studies major. West said
that his loans are only now becoming available as well. Many students rely solely on loans
to get them through college, so any decrease in
funding or delay in dispensation can be painful.
But Barnett also urges students not to panic —
at least not yet. Student loans are among the easiest to get, and “there’s a set of really basic criteria
that most JMU students are gonna meet,” he said.
See LOANS, page 3

Firefighters Fake ’N’ Bake

Statue dedicated in
welcome ceremony
By AMANDA CASKEY
contributing writer

The lobby of James Madison University’s East Campus Library was
bustling with excitement as a foreign
diplomat, university staff members
and students crowded into the entrance Thursday.
Distinguished guests, including
Ronen Sen, ambassador of India to
the United States, came for the dedication and unveiling ceremony of a
statue of Mahatma Ghandi.
The statue is the first of Ghandi
in Virginia. The ceremony was very
strict to traditional Indian culture
and provided insight into the life and
legacy of Ghandi.
The statue was a gift from India to
James Madison University in recognition of the Mahatma Ghandi Center
for Global Nonviolence. The Ghandi
Center was established in March 2005
and has strived to promote a global
understanding of nonviolence.
It bases its practice off a quote
from Ghandi himself: “My mission
is to convert… the world to nonviolence for regulating mutual relations,
whether political, economic, social,
or religious.”
Through education and research,
the center seeks to bring Ghandi’s
“mission” to life in the classroom and
the community.
Douglas T. Brown, JMU provost
and senior vice president, presided
over the welcome ceremony.
Sen’s speech tied together the entire ceremony. He spoke of Ghandi’s
achievements of “mobilizing the
masses” for freedom and peace. He
also spoke of India’s diverse qualities
by joking, “Whatever you say about
India could be true.” He compared
India’s diversity to the community
of James Madison, saying that it was
“very appropriate and befitting for
this statue to be at JMU.”
Some students seem to believe
that the statue commemorating
Ghandi’s achievements will bring
some perspective to the “fight” for
nonviolence.
Sophomore Rosalie Serra thinks
that it “…might get more people involved in the Ghandi Center."
Said Milan Mehta (’07): “The statue will bring something to JMU as a
whole because it promotes Ghandi’s
ideas of nonviolence and peace.”
The dedication ceremony was presented in true Indian fashion as participants had to take off their shoes
in respect of the Indian culture. Also,
there was a Lighting of the Lamp Ceremony before the unveiling in which
oil lamps were lit to symbolize the illumination of the ceremony and provide insight to this event.
During the unveiling by Ambassador Sen and Brown, the audience was
taken aback by the general splendor
of the statue, “Ghandi in Stride,” as
they stood in applause. The sculpture,
which reflects an image of Ghandi
walking, was engraved with messages
of love and peace around its base. The
words “My life is my message” printed
on the front of the statue quickly became the mantra of the ceremony.
Flower petals were scattered
around the statue after the unveiling
in a ceremony called pushpanjali to
symbolize Ghandi’s life and achievements in his struggle for a peaceful
world. Samia Ahmad and Mr. Yousef
Kerai performed Ghandi’s favorite
bhajans, the traditional Indian music
and peace songs, during each part of
the event.

Harrisonburg
Fire Department
depicts a real-life
apartment fire to
show residents how
quickly fire can
destroy an apartment. The fire
department placed
a model apartment
room in the gravel
lot of Hunter’s
Ridge Apartments
for the demonstration. The event
took two hours
to set up and the
firefighters started
the blaze around 6
o’clock.

JESSICA DODDS/The Breeze

Voting Registration Valid Only With Receipt
By KATIE THISDELL
The Breeze

Voter-registration drives across campus may be
breaking a state law without knowing it. They must give
receipts to all applicants who fill out registration forms
or they could face charges of a class one misdemeanor.
With blank registration forms on clipboards and
tables, groups across campus have urged students to
register to vote before today’s deadline.

HOLLY FOURNIER/contributing photographer

Progressive Future has been registering voters
on the commons for a couple of weeks.

Harrisonburg City Registrar Debbie Logan believes that most of the campus efforts are legitimate.
Three groups have been turning in applications to
her office for weeks, including Progressive Future,
Campaign for Change, and Grassroots Campaigns.
Logan hoped the few cases she has heard about
have been scattered and accidental.
“I don’t think at all it’s an intentional thing because obviously anyone who’s registering people
wants them to be able to vote, and the receipt is what
will be the person’s guarantee,” Logan said.
“All of them are assuring me they’re giving receipts,” Logan said. “I would say those campaigns are
doing it correctly.”
A state law, enacted July 1, states the receipt must
include the name of the group or person receiving
the application, the date and the phone number for
the general registrar or the State Board of Elections.
Though she does not know who is failing to give
out receipts, she said if students identify who took
their application they can file a complaint. She would
then send it to the Commonwealth Attorney.
Adam Gosney, an organizer for Progressive Future, said his group has registered more than 1,000
students in the past three weeks. With a stack of receipts on their table on the commons, Gosney makes
sure all registrants receive one.
“A receipt is a way for them to check that everything is legitimate,” Gosney said.
If students say they didn’t receive the receipt
when they registered, he gives them one and points
out the phone number for the state board.
“We train our volunteers to make sure they do it

properly,” Gosney said while pointing to a template
for the application. “We’re picky and check all the
details on the forms, just to be safe.”
Members from Grassroots Campaigns said most
students don’t seem to want their receipt though.
“We give out receipts if they ask for it,” Patrick
Leonard said as he encouraged students outside Festival to register. “During the first few days though,
most didn’t care.”
The 2007 graduate said he checked the state
board’s Web site to answer questions at the beginning of the group’s drive.
According to the registrar’s office, all students
should receive a receipt in his or her hands. It is proof
that they did register. If they do not receive a voter
card by Election Day, the receipt can substitute for
that identification. However, anyone who registers
within the registrar’s office does not need a receipt.
Members of the Student Government Association who registered students on the commons were
prepared with a binder of instructions. It included
information about both registration forms and absentee ballot applications for each state.
Caitlin Briska, legislative action chair, said she researched how to register students to vote to guarantee the SGA registration drive followed all the rules.
The drive ended on Oct. 1 so that all forms could be
mailed by the deadline.
“All of the people in SGA are instructed to give
those receipts to the students because it’s actually a
misdemeanor to not give them out,” said Briska, a senior international affairs major. “We know that those
receipts are so important.”
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U.S. Helicopters Crash in Iraq
BAGHDAD — Two U.S. military helicopters crashed in Baghdad on Saturday
night while trying to land, the military
said.
An Iraqi soldier was killed and two
U.S. soldiers were injured when the UH60 Black Hawk helicopters crashed near a
small outpost in Adhamiyah, a neighborhood in northern Baghdad, the military
said.
The incident did not appear to be caused
by enemy action, the military said.
“The situation is under control,” Navy
Lt. Patrick Evans, a U.S. military spokesman, said in an e-mail. “Emergency services
are on the scene.”
Evans said he did not know how many
people were on board. He said an investigation into the cause of the crashes was underway.

Detainees May Be Released
WASHINGTON — A federal judge is
considering whether to order a group of
detainees held at the U.S. military prison in
Guantanamo Bay released into the United
States, in what would instantly become a landmark legal decision in the years-long battle
over the rights of terrorism suspects there.

Editors: Colleen McCarron and Amy Passaretti

World & National News
The men, a small band of Chinese Muslims who have been held for nearly seven
years, are no longer considered enemy combatants by the U.S. government, but they are
caught in a well-documented diplomatic
bind. Unlike other captives, they cannot be
sent to their home country because Beijing
considers them terrorists, and they might
be tortured. The government released five
of the detainees, known as Uighurs (pronounced “WEE-gurs”), to Albania in 2006.

EU Leaders Meet to Save Banks
PARIS — Leaders of Europe’s four major powers pledged Saturday to work in
concert to keep their banks afloat but failed
to offer any major solutions for containing
the growing financial crisis.
The leaders of Britain, France, Germany and Italy were able to agree only on
smaller steps to try to wrestle the banking
industry under control, such as increased
supervision of credit-rating companies
and hedge funds.
Each country would be responsible for
shoring up its own banks, the four nations
said, promising to act “in a coordinated
manner.”
Governments across Europe intervened to save five banks within the past
week. But in a sign of the challenge ahead,

one of those deals, a bid to rescue one of
Germany’s biggest property lenders, Hypo
Real Estate, collapsed Saturday when commercial banks withdrew their support of
the plan.
Besides their call for stronger regulation of hedge funds and credit-rating companies, the four leaders of the countries
promised to crack down on executive pay
and to release $41.5 billion in loans by the
European Investment Bank to small and
medium-sized companies struggling to
find credit.

Will you watch the second presidential
debate on campus Tuesday?
a. Yes, I will.
b. No, I will not.
c. Possibly.
Vote online at breezejmu.org!
GCOM professors are holding a viewing of the debate
and open forum after, in Miller Hall room 1101.

O.J. May Face Life Sentence
LOS ANGELES — Thirteen years to
the day after a Los Angeles jury found O.J.
Simpson not guilty in the murders of his
former wife and her friend, he rose from
his chair in a Las Vegas courtroom late Friday to hear jurors declare him guilty of 12
felonies, including kidnapping and armed
robbery.
He faces two years to life in prison when
he is sentenced next month.
“He’s extremely upset, extremely emotional, but it is something that was expected,”
Simpson’s longtime attorney Yale Galanter
said.
— The Washington Post and Los Angeles Times

CORRECTIONS

5$ for Shenandoah county residents

The Breeze poll question:

In the Thursday, Oct. 2 issue of The Breeze, the
article “Excused Absences For Voters?” inaccurately
stated that Dan Stana and Fred Rose “pointed out that
the administration last year approved an SGA bill to
provide students with a week-long break for Thanksgiving...” Stana and Rose did not imply that, and it was actually the JMU administration and Faculty Senate that
first proposed eliminating Fall Break for an extended
Thanksgiving Break. The JMU administration sought
the SGA’s opinion, however.
Readers were also confused about the purpose of
an SGA bill encouraging professors to grant excused
absences on Election Day. The article stated the proposed bill “would grant excused absences on Nov. 4 for
those with proof of voting.” The resolution, if approved
by the SGA executive board and the JMU administration, would actually only encourage the faculty to grant
excused absences and consider rescheduling tests and
quizzes.
The article also implied all SGA bills are presented
to Mark Warner, vice president of student affairs, for
final approval. Only constitutional amendments are presented to Warner.
Direct quotes from Jeff Watson were also misattributed as “Watkins.”
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LOANS: Changes
Affect Students
Loans, from front

As long as you fill out your FAFSA form on time, are
a degree-seeking student enrolled at least part time
and have not defaulted on previous loans, you are
eligible for funds, according to Barnett. In the 200708 school year, JMU students took out more than $70
million in both federal and private student loans.
One myth Barnett wanted to dispel is that federal
loans are based on income.
“If Bill Gates had a child coming to school and
wanted a loan, that student could get a loan just as
easy as someone who’s coming from a situation where
their family has no money whatsoever,” Barnett said.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF LOANS
Distinction in the amount of money students
receive are based on whether the loan is subsidized
or unsubsidized. In basic terms, subsidized loans do
not accrue any interest while the student is still in
school. Instead, taxpayers are paying the interest for
the students. They begin paying back the loan and
accruing interest on it, only after they graduate.
On an unsubsidized loan, the interest begins
accumulating while the student is still in school,
on behalf of that student. They have two choices in
handling that interest and could “pay the interest on
the loan and keep that balance exactly the way it is
until they graduate or they can have the lender add
the interest into the loan so that when they graduate
they owe the lender the loan plus whatever interest
has been added in,” Barnett said. “This process is
called capitalization.”
NICKI METCALF/The Breeze

Teams launch a stuffed Duke Dog on the Festival Lawn as part of the “Fling the Dog” design competition hosted by the JMU School of
Engineering. BOTTOM RIGHT: Sean Fuller participates in launching the Duke Dog.

Duke Dog Flung Over Festival
By DANIELLE FOWLER
contributing writer

The Duke Dog learned how to fly Saturday
at the Festival Lawn Astronomy Park.
As a part of Parent’s Weekend, the new
JMU School of Engineering initiated a contest asking students to design an economically and environmentally friendly device
that can shoot a football-sized, stuffed Duke
Dog at least 50 feet.
The contest called the “Fling the Dog”
Design Competition, and this year, nine teams
participated. Constructing such a device
proved to be a challenge for mostly freshmen
and other students new to the major.
“Since this is our very first class in the engineering department, so we knew our students
wouldn’t be taking any engineering classes,”
said Jerry Benson, dean of the College of
Integrated Science and Technology.
Common designs were the slingshot and

the catapult. Each team had $75, 20 days and
an untouched design studio in Health and
Human Services to make their devices.
They were also not allowed to use power
tools, have their devices weigh more than 50
pounds or use non-recyclable materials.
“We focused on cost and weight,” said
freshman Kyle Gress, who won first place with
his teammate Ryan Gurtz. Their slingshot was
made with wooden beams, surgical tubing,
duct tape and glue. It weighed five pounds and
cost only $38. In performance, the device consistently flung the stuffed dog near or past the
orange post that marked the target.
Teams were judged on how well they stuck
with the requirements and also how well they
stuck with each other. The team with the best
score in four categories – economic, environmental, collaboration and performance –
would win $100 in gift certificates for each
team member. Second place would win $75
each and third $50 each. Additional prizes

were given for teams with the best scores in
each category.
Next year, department director Ronald
Kander aims to change the requirements, but
keep the idea the same: create something environmentally friendly that can fling a stuffed
dog. Kander plans for the competition to be
a good opportunity for on-and-off-campus
exposure and as a way for engineering and
patent companies to find interns.
This year, national companies Manhattan
Construction, Prototype Productions, Inc.,
Northrop Grumman, SI International, and
local companies Valley Design and Automation
participated as judges in the event. Kander was
also a judge at the performance table and the
“official dog launcher.”
“I imagine 15 years from now the alumni
will comeback to watch ‘The Fling’,” Kander
said. “It’ll be a neat community-building
exercise. Plus it’ll be fun!”

Vendors Try Out New Location

ADRIENNE GOLDBERG/The Breeze

The Downtown Harrisonburg Farmers’ Market brought its vendors to JMU on Thursday, where they held a campus
market for students on the patio of Warren Hall. The vendors were out most of the day to chat with students and promote their stands.

THE IMPACT ON JMU
JMU has about seven lenders that students use
on a regular basis, but this year there have been
significant changes to three of them, according to
Barnett. National Education was a servicing company
often used a lot by students but dropped out of the
business completely. Bank of America is a popular
bank accessed often but has changed from using
the Educational Credit Management Corporation
to a company called Great Lakes, to guarantee their
loans. This bank can still be used, but students would
have to start from scratch. They would need to sign
new promissory notes and submit new forms, which
makes a process that is already confusing even more
complicated.
The third lender affected was JMU’s branch of
CommonWealth One Federal Credit Union. They
had to find a new servicing company since their
servicing company, Sallie Mae was struggling and
had to drop some of its financial institutions. As
a result CommonWealth One was taken off the
preferred lender’s list, which is simply a list of lenders
to choose from, that students receive when wishing to
take out loans. It was only a few months before they
found a new company, ASC and were put back on
the list, which is effective now, according to Channing
McGuffin, branch manager of JMU’s CommonWealth
One.
All students already in the process of receiving
loans with CommonWealth One still go through Sallie
Mae, but ASC is taking any new loans that may come
through. As a bank, CommonWealth One doesn’t
fear any change or downfall in the near future despite
economic pressures.
“It’s all speculation,” McGuffin said. “Other banks
had problems mostly because they were mortgagebacked.”
In terms of interest rates and if they will be affected,
the reality is that despite the economy, legally the rates
are set through 2012. Congress writes the interest rates
for Stafford Loans into the law and therefore they can’t
be touched unless they decide to take action once the
law runs out.

BANKS AFFECT PERSONAL LOANS
Private loans are a different story. Students who
go directly to banks to receive educational loans the
same way a person would get a car loan, for example,
are finding that there are stricter credit standards to
make sure banks are paid back. When it comes to
interest rates, banks have the authority to change them
whenever they want. Therefore depending on the state
of the economy, there can definitely be an impact.
“We have seen a lot of banks actually drop out of the
private loan industry because it’s just not cost effective
for them to be in it according to their cost-effective
definition,” Barnett said, “so they’ve actually just
stopped offering private loans for school altogether.”
Students are slowly becoming more aware of the
current situation not only in terms of loans, but the
economy in general.
“I don’t know how you could ignore what’s going
on,” said Lynda Carr, a junior modern foreign languages
major. “Even when there was an increase in gas prices,
I couldn’t go places I wanted to go this summer.”
When it comes to worrying about the impact the
economic situation may have on their future, Barnett
thinks that students should feel reassured.
“Students will never not have access to loans,” he
said.
The Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships
does advocate more for free money through grants,
scholarships and payment plans.
“People need to understand their own financial
situation,” Barnett said. “Students come to college
with no clue how to handle money.” There are
resources to be found on the Office of Financial Aid
and Scholarships’ Web site and a payment plan can
easily be set up through the Business Office if paying
your tuition in one lump amount is not practical.
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DARTS

PATS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and
printed on a space-available basis. Submissions
creatively depict a given situation, person or event
and do not necessarily reflect the truth. Submit
Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org.

A “shop-in-your-own-section” dart to all
the guys on campus who wear women’s skinny
jeans.
From a senior girl who is sick of seeing guys
wearing her jeans, but in a size smaller.
A “thanks-for-giving-us-somethingto-watch” pat to the ROTC cadets who were
painting their faces in camouflage as we were
walking through the Arboretum.
From a couple of seniors who almost didn’t
see you!
A “damnit,-you-is-HOT” pat to President Rose.
From the student who will be waiting for
you by the Kissing Rock tonight at 5:00.
A “quotables” pat to my Psych 101 professor, who is the star of my Facebook quotes.
From the student who is writing your
biography through anecdotes.
An “ahhh,-young-love” pat to the
persistent guy in our biology class, who we
hope will one day get a date with the girl he
has talked to before every class for the last six
weeks!
From the girls who are cheering you on
from a distance.
A “don’t-you-have,-like,-a-building-toput-up?” dart to the construction workers
on South Main Street who idly ogle female
passersby.
From a junior girl who doesn’t believe you
get paid to blatantly stare at young women
innocently walking to class from the Warsaw
Parking Deck.
An “at-least-try-to-be-unbiased” dart
to The Breeze for its increasingly leftist slant
in coverage of the election.
From an annoyed sophomore who is sick
of the Obama drama.

Darts
Don’t Stick
Want to dart The Breeze?
If it’s that important,
send a letter of less than
300 words instead!
(It’s what the grown-ups do)

breezejmu.org
A “just-because-you’re-outside-doesn’tmean-you’re-out-of-the-way” dart to the
smokers of JMU.
From a sophomore who is sick of coughing
her way through your cancerous clouds at the
entrance to every hall on campus.
A “haven’t-you-heard-the-save-onestarfish-story?” dart to the guy who says he
won’t vote in the election because his vote
doesn’t matter.
From a red-blooded American junior who
will most definitely be making her vote count
come Nov. 4.
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OUT OF THE DARK

Vote For The Right Reasons
There are 28 days until the future
of our country will be guided by
a new national leader for the next
four years. For the next four weeks, I
encourage each and every one of you
to thoroughly
research each
candidate’s
stance on cornerstone issues
to make the
most informed
voting decision
on Nov. 4.
There has
been a pheANNA
nomenal drive
YOUNG
to register
every eligible voter for this election,
especially on our campus, to make
sure every one of us has the opportunity to steer our country in the right
direction by casting our ballots. We
keep hearing from media sources
and even in everyday conversation
that this election could quite possibly be the most important election
in our country’s history. On Sept.
21, Patrick Callahan wrote a guest
column in The Breeze stating that,
“in this election the stakes are higher,
the fundamental differences between

the two parties are more profound
and the emotions behind the platforms are stronger than in any other
election in our relatively short lives.”
This election is of such magnitude that you must not rely on what
your friends (or even your parents)
say about the candidates or the issues.
The purpose of this piece isn’t to
tell you who to vote for on Election
Day. What’s more crucial to the future of this country is how you arrive
at your choice. I’m not talking about
whether you vote for the Democratic
candidate or Republican candidate
or for any other party’s candidate. I’m
talking about making sure you are familiar with your candidate of choice.
When I was registering voters
this past weekend, I asked one particular student whom he was voting
for and why, out of personal curiosity. His answer was “McCain…
because my dad told me that’s who I
should vote for.”
It’s disheartening to know that
many young adults — who have
just recently reached the age when
they can finally partake in the civic
responsibility of electing political
leaders — mimic their parents’

party preference and political views
without much critical thought. It’s
easy to vote for whom your parents
say to vote for, but it’s time you make
decisions for yourself.
There are many avenues you can
take to inform your decision. Two
presidential debates will be nationally televised on all major networks
at 9 p.m. the next two Tuesdays.
There is a slew of information available to you about each
presidential hopeful on various Web

sites. Each major party candidate
has his own Web site that outlines
his ideology. Also consider looking
at nonpartisan Web sites to get an
objective and comprehensive view
on every candidate.
The site expertvoter.org provides a great array of videos of each
candidate (third parties included).
Ontheissues.org also has information on Obama and McCain, as well
as coverage of right-wing and leftwing third-party candidates, with a
focus on the polarized views each
candidate holds on national and
international issues.
In this election, each and every
single vote counts, and I have a very
optimistic feeling that since the race
will be so neck-and-neck, the electoral college vote may finally reflect
the votes of the American people.
For many of us, this is the first major
election where we can finally have a
voice in our political system. Deciding whom to vote for this November
could be one of the biggest political
decisions you will make.
ANNA YOUNG is a junior sociology
and media arts & design major and
The Breeze’s managing editor.

GUEST COLUMN
PATRICK HAGGERTY, contributing writer

The Bloated Bailout Bill Compromises
Capitalism, Puts America At Risk
For a little while, I thought we had made
it. But Friday afternoon, I saw the most fearsome news I could imagine: The plan had
been passed by the House. But this wouldn’t
have been as terrible if the Senate hadn’t
added another $150 billion which included,
of all things, tax breaks onto this reprehensible piece of legislation.
First let’s look at the actual “plan,” the
meat of this deal that’s been worked up by
both the Republicans and Democrats. The
idea, as I understand it, is to take out a $700
billion loan (because we certainly don’t have
it lying around) and use said cash to buy
up mortgage investments in order to save
the companies that signed them off. These
companies not only include the big names
like Merrill Lynch as well as governmentsponsored entities Freddie Mac and Fannie
Mae, but also many foreign companies that
have much invested in what was once such a
vibrant financial market.
But there’s a lot more money up for grabs
than we originally thought. According to
the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act
of 2008 (H.R. 1424), Secretary Paulson gets
$700 billion, but that’s not all. We can throw
another $150 billion on top, due to the Sen-

ate’s lovely additions to the revised bailout
plan that’s been passed — in addition to the
contingency for more money for Sec. Paulson. Add it up and we’re looking at over $1
trillion dollars up for grabs.
Then it gets more interesting. Under the
law of the Securities and Exchange Commission, there is a law known as FAS 157, which
requires anyone selling assets such as these to
mark them at their market value.
Under H.R. 1424, that law is suspended,
which gives our government the ability to pay
whatever minimum price the sellers accept.
What’s more is that the Treasury can suspend
FAS 157 and then find out whether it was a
good decision ex post facto!
The worst part about this whole bill is its
potential impact on taxpayers. We’re talking
about over $1 trillion dollars possibly being
added to our national debt, which is already
soaring above the $10 trillion mark. It is also
possible that this could completely devalue
our currency because of the debt additions,
or become an inflationary issue, which we
are already seeing now. Simply put, this plan
should have been re-thought.
What happened to the government?
At what point did it become OK for pri-

vate businesses and individuals to financially
screw up, and have our government fix things
for them?
As a conservative, I find this prospect to
be appalling. Thinking about our government
becoming the largest bank in the country
makes me shiver in fear. Making a hasty $700
billion mistake just because we want a quick
fix could lead to innumerable problems for
our country.
Think about it in the greater perspective.
America is currently the world’s foundation, economically speaking, so it is the best
interest of our international allies to help us
through this time of trouble.
If our economy were to fail, it would have
terrible repercussions in other countries as
well.
Now that the damage has been done, we
have to wait and see how our economy and
the world economy will react.
Already, the stock markets have positively
responded, but it will take quite some time
to see the long-term effects of the passing of
this bill.
PATRICK HAGGERTY is a junior international
affairs major.

THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

PETA’s Radical Methods Hurt Its Cause
Ice cream: it’s an American
staple of foods along with the hotdog. It’s also one of the best known
comfort foods when you’re having a
rough day. The
treat is for all
ages, but is coveted most by
young children,
who learn at an
early age that
ice cream is on
top of the food
pyramid and is,
at some times,
SARAH
not always
DELIA
food. It’s also a
great learning tool because what is
the main ingredient in ice cream?
That’s right, milk. And where does
milk come from? That’s very good,
cows! And where do cows live? And
so the list goes on.
But if PETA (People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals) had it
its way, the milk in Ben & Jerry’s Ice
Cream wouldn’t be coming from the
cow on Old McDonald’s farm — it’d
be coming from Mom’s breast pump.
That’s right. On Sept. 23, PETA
wrote a letter to Ben & Jerry’s asking
them to switch cow milk out for
human breast milk. PETA’s reasoning, according to their executive
vice president Tracy Reiman, is that

“If Ben & Jerry’s replaced the cow’s
milk in its ice cream with breast
milk, [the] customers — and cows
— would reap the benefits.” Reiman
argues that dairy products have been
associated with “juvenile diabetes,
allergies and obesity.” Well sure, if
kids sit around and eat nothing but
Rocky Road all day, they might have
some problems.
Like so many other instances
involving PETA, this demand for

So if tons of hormones are
injected into cows, we take risks by
putting their milk or meat in our
bodies. Ganmaa Davaasambuu, a
physician who specializes in environmental health, spoke to Harvard
University students during a lecture
on the safety of cow milk in 2006.
From her research, she found that
“cow’s milk… contains considerable
amounts of female sex hormones,”
stressing that cow’s “milk accounts

ridiculous solutions
“to...demanding
important problems accomplishes
nothing but a good laugh.

switching cow milk to human breast
milk is way over the top. Whether
it’s PETA members throwing paint
on celebrities wearing fur coats or
demanding breast milk be used
instead of cow milk, their stunts are
what they are known for. The only
good thing that ever really comes
out of PETA is awareness of new
issues. Some cows, for example, are
fed hormones which increase the
amount of milk they can produce,
therefore making a quicker profit for
farmers.

”

for 60 percent to 80 percent of estrogens consumed.”
Ironically, Davaasambuu makes
the same argument as PETA radical Reiman, who wants cow’s milk
switched to human milk. The thing
is, by hearing her crazy rants and
demands for Ben & Jerry’s to switch
over to human breast milk, her
message is written off as yet another
crazy moment brought to you by
PETA. The group consistently fails
to make its point, not because they
lack sufficient beliefs and ideas but

because of poor and extreme execution.
Even members of PETA, like
campaign coordinator Ashley Byrne,
state, “We’re aware this idea is somewhat absurd, and that putting it into
practice is a stretch.” She goes on to
say that, to some, the idea of consuming cow’s milk is equally absurd
because of potential risks.
The important and direct point
Davaasambuu made in her lecture
can be summed up by her following comment: “The milk we drink
today is quite unlike the milk our
ancestors were drinking… The milk
we drink today may not be nature’s
perfect food.” While this may be
true, substituting breast milk for
cow’s milk is not the answer to the
situation.
If PETA can get a clue, perhaps
they’ll learn that, while their stunts
are humorous and eye grabbing
— nobody is paying the proper attention to the issue at hand because
of their crazy antics. Food and
beverage safety is a huge issue, but
demanding ridiculous solutions to
important problems accomplishes
nothing but a good laugh.
SARAH DELIA is a senior English
and art history major and programming director at WXJM radio.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 300 words, and
guest columns must be no more than 550 words to be considered for publication. The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar
and if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and must include name, phone number,
major/year if author is a current student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable), and place of residence if author is not a JMU student.
THE BREEZE MSC 6805 G1, ANTHONY-SEEGER HALL HARRISONBURG, VA 22807 BREEZEOPINION@GMAIL.COM 540-568-3846
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Prom >> Flashback for Seniors

Senior Prom for
Young at Heart
350 people relive the
past and create new
memories at ’50s prom
By BRETT WILSON
The Breeze

HOLLY FOURNIER/contributing photographer

ABOVE: Shirley Evans and Irvin Crabbe, Sr. take a turn around the dance floor. LEFT: Prom
queen Sandra Eaton dances with the king, Lawerence Johnson. RIGHT: Newlyweds Annie
Clark-Lucas and Lion Lucas take a break from dancing. They were married six weeks ago.

Senior citizens from 15 senior centers around
Harrisonburg rocked around the clock in the Festival Ballroom Wednesday. They danced, ate and
relived their youth at the “Back to the Fifties,” senior prom, hosted by James Madison University’s
Nursing Student Association.
The ballroom was filled with hundreds of
pink and white balloons, a twinkle-lit dance
floor, vinyl records and other ’50s décor. Many
of the nursing students participating in the prom
dressed especially for the occasion; several blue
and pink puffy poodle skirts could be spotted
mingling and twirling on the dance floor with
the seniors.
Of the 350 people that attended the prom, there
were two that stood out. Lion Lucas, 87, and Annie
Clark-Lucas, 71, gently kissed and held each other
closely on the dance floor. The happy couple met
last year at the Page County Senior Center in Luray
and were married only six weeks ago. Mrs. Lucas
explained that falling in love was something that
took her by surprise.
“He said he wanted to be my sweetheart, and I
told him I’d be his friend,” Clark-Lucas said. “We
got engaged in June… and I said to Lion ‘When did
you sneak that courtin’ in on me?’”
Both of the Lucases were widowed, but claimed
that their love for one another was one of the greatest things to happen to them in their lifetimes.
“As much as I loved my first husband, this is
something entirely different; this is something God

had special in mind for us in our golden years,”
Clark-Lucas said.
The prom was an “A-list” event. “Willie Nelson”
made a special appearance and the king of rock ’n’
roll, “Elvis Presley,” bent time and space just to sing
at the event.
Danny Figgins donned the typical Willie Nelson headdress, a braided gray wig with a red bandana, and serenaded the crowd with Nelson’s famous hit “Always on My Mind.”
Figgins has been a fan of Nelson since the 1960s
and has been singing and performing for almost 25
years. He discovered his knack for impersonations
when he was a young boy in school.
“I could imitate everyone,” Figgins said. “It got
me into a little trouble from time to time.”
The King, also known as Richard Parker,
wore a bedazzled white suit, and was a perfect
likeness of Elvis. He sang a few popular hits
for the seniors and also took a few spins on the
dance floor. Parker enjoys attending events such
as this because he likes interacting with people
and showing kindness.
“It is nice to share and give them a few moments of happiness,” Parker said as he stopped to
hug an elderly fan.
A prom king and queen were selected by a random raffle. Sandra Eaton proudly donned her tiara
as prom king Lawerence Johnson spun her around
the dance floor. It was Johnson’s 80th birthday.
Vicki Krauss, a JMU nursing instructor, enjoyed seeing the excitement in the seniors as they
were dining and dancing.
“Many of these seniors never experienced their
proms because they grew up during the Depression… it is a chance for them to relive this experience,” Krauss said.
Clark-Lucas said that she enjoyed this year’s
prom immensely and was already anticipating next
year’s prom.
“We always have a good time together,” Lucas
said. “Every day is a special blessing.”

Meet the Faces Behind the Pink Ribbons
By RACHEL CHEMERYNSKI
contributing writer

The color pink is everywhere this month.
But the pink obsession isn’t merely a fashion
statement. There are faces behind the “think pink”
trend in honor of those who have battled breast
cancer.
On a crisp, sunny Saturday morning, large
groups of mothers, daughters, JMU students and
young boys and girls lined up outside of JMU’s
Festival, waiting for the start of Zeta Tau Alpha’s
annual 5K run/walk for the cure.
The event is the kickoff of ZTA’s philanthropy
month for breast cancer awareness, and all of the
proceeds from the day supported the Susan G. Komen Foundation.
Looking around, one could catch a glimpse of
many families who came to take part in the 5K together on Family Weekend. Junior ZTA member

Kyrie Williams said that the event is always held
on Family Weekend so that people can bring their
parents and see the philanthropic side of ZTA.
With minutes to go before the start of the
race, senior Megan Cook stood with her mom
on the grassy field. But Cook isn’t an average
participant. She came to the event to walk with
her mother, Jean Cook, who recently survived
breast cancer.
“In doing this walk, I’ve experienced someone
close to me who actually went through breast cancer, so I have a different outlook than other students may have,” Megan Cook said.
Cook said that she was excited about doing
something special with her mom. “It’s the first time
we’ve done something like this, just the two of us
together, since she’s been in remission.”
In the summer of 2007 before Cook’s junior
year, her mom was diagnosed with breast cancer
two weeks before her family planned on leaving for

the beach.
“Well, we didn’t end up going on that vacation,”
Cook said. “It was definitely a surprise for everyone.”
When Cook went back to college, she said that
it was hard for her to be away, but she liked that
she could see her mom at the Cancer Treatment
Center in Harrisonburg, which is minutes from
campus.
“Sometimes I’d leave class or walk over from
Carrier Library just to be with her,” Cook said.
However, going to see her mom wasn’t always
easy for her. “It’s hard any time you see someone
going through something like that,” Cook said.
“But the thing is, it wasn’t just her. There were like
30 chairs lined up in a row with people of all ages
going through the same exact thing.”
While Cook couldn’t be there for her mom all
the time, she said that she tried to help the family
out as much as possible.
“Being in college, there wasn’t much I could do,

so it definitely put some stress on my dad and my
sister,” Cook said. “But it also tied our family closer
together. Especially my dad, he took a big role and
stepped up by helping around the house.”
Cook helped out in little ways when she could.
Since her mom ran her own daycare in the town
of New Hope, and couldn’t dedicate the amount of
time necessary to the job, Cook helped by watching some of the kids in her apartment for a few
hours while her mom went to treatments.
“We had babies running around the apartment,” Cook said, laughing. “And we’re college kids
so we don’t exactly have kid food. We’d dig things
up like animal crackers and pudding to feed the
little kids when they came.”

To read this article in full,
go to breezejmu.org.

Participating students
and family members
gather at the starting
line of the annual 5K
run hosted by Zeta
Tau Alpha sorority on
Saturday.
STEFAN WISNOSKI/
contributing photographer
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56-0 Win Insults Hofstra’s Pride

Dukes get first
shutout since
2005 opener

STAT OF THE GAME

By WES SHAW
The Breeze

It didn’t take JMU long to gain back the
momentum it lost in the opening kickoff
of Saturday’s 56-0 win over Hofstra.
Junior Rockeed McCarter’s blocked
punt was returned 16 yards into the endzone by freshman Corwin Acker, and senior Patrick Ward’s
fumble less than
two minutes earlier
was all but forgotten.
The
Dukes
took a 7-0 lead
with 13:12 remaining in the first
quarter and never
looked back.
JMU
quarDudzik
terback Rodney
Landers finished
with 133 rushing and 92 passing yards before being replaced by sophomore Drew
Dudzik at the start of the fourth quarter.
Behind his fifth 100-plus-yard rushing performance of the season, Landers
broke the all-time mark at JMU for career rushing yards by a quarterback. He
sits sixth on JMU’s overall rushing list
with 2,447 yards.
“We don’t keep up with that stuff,” Landers said. “That’s my linemen, they do a great
job opening up holes. And the coaches
are letting me carry the ball to make some
plays. It even goes out to the receivers — if
they don’t block out wide, I can’t run.”
Landers is on pace to finish his career
second on Madison’s all-time rushing list,
as he trails 1999 graduate Curtis Keaton
by about 400 yards. The Dukes will play at
least six more games this season.
Hofstra coach Dave Cohen said Landers is “as good as any athlete, if not better,
than anyone we’ve seen this year.”
Dudzik completed the only pass he
attempted Saturday, as the Dukes were
merely trying to run out the clock by the
time the back-up quarterback entered.
Through three quarters, JMU had already
built a 42-0 lead.
Dudzik did, however, gain 44 yards
and one touchdown on seven rushes.
“I think Drew played great,” Landers
said. “He did what we asked him to do.
He made some great plays in the passing
game and running game and he didn’t put
the ball in danger.”
Madison’s defense dominated Hofstra
all game long, posting its first shutout
against a Division I opponent since a 17-0
win over Villanova in 2004.
The gap in talent was greatest at the
line, where JMU’s front-four was virtually
unstoppable. The defensive line was able
to get to Hofstra quarterback Cory Christopher seemingly at will, sacking him only
twice but pressuring him on nearly every
passing play.
JMU coach Mickey Matthews said his
game plan against Hofstra did not include
more blitzes than usual, but defensive
penetration just happened to come more
easily than it had in any game this season.
“I don’t know why that happened,”
Matthews said. “We always blitz that
much, we were just more successful today.
We hit him hard.”
With senior Jason Pritchard still out
due to a hip flexor injury, sophomore Matt
Goff handled the punting duties for the
second straight week. Goff wasn’t called on
to punt, however, until the final minutes of
the second quarter, with 1:30 remaining.
Early in the second half, Goff pinned
the Pride inside its own 2-yard line.
Hofstra went three-and-out and gave JMU
a short field on its ensuing possession.
McCarter’s second touchdown reception
of the day capped a three-play, 28-yard
drive to put the Dukes up 42-0.

Saturday’s win was JMU’s
largest conference victory
in school history. The Dukes
competed as independents
until 1993, when they first
competed in the Yankee
Conference, which is the
predecessor of the Colonial
Athletic Association.

ON THE WEB: Stellar Defense

ROBERT BOAG/contributing photographer

TOP: Rodney Landers rushed for 133 yards Saturday, moving into first on
JMU’s career rushing list for a quarterback and sixth overall with 2,447
yards. ABOVE: Griff Yancey (left) had three receptions for 46 yards and a
touchdown, while Rockeed McCarter had four receptions for 46 yards and
two touchdowns. McCarter entered the game with only two receptions.

Saturday was McCarter’s breakthrough performance of 2008. He
caught four passes for 46 yards and tripled his season reception total entering
the game.
Matthews said McCarter’s lack of
numbers were due to the weather JMU
has played in so far this season, not to a
lack of trust in the receiver.
“We played in the rain twice,” Matthews said. “So in the first four games
there wasn’t a lot of time to work on our

passing game.
“He’s a good player. He makes plays
when we get him the ball and he had a
good day today.”
McCarter’s brother, Rodney, played
for JMU from 2001 to 2004 and has the
school record for most blocked kicks
with seven in his career.
When asked if blocking kicks runs in
the family, Rockeed McCarter replied:
“I hope so. I ain’t as fast as my brother,
though.”

Hofstra’s leading receiver Saturday, Aaron Weaver, corralled
by JMU safety Pat Williams. Read Matthew McGovern’s article
about Madison’s defensive effort online at breezejmu.org.

WEEKEND ACTION

Justin Epperson records second shutout of 2008 as men’s soccer improves to 5-3-2
STAFF REPORTS

ROBERT BOAG/contributing photographer

Sophomore C.J. Sapong (18) scored the game-winning
goal against Delaware with less than five minutes left in
regulation. It was Sapong’s second goal of 2008.

>> Men’s soccer

>> Volleyball

>> Field hockey

After coach Tom Martin recorded his
300th career victory Wednesday against William & Mary, men’s soccer defeated Delaware
on Saturday in a thriller.
Sophomore CJ Sapong struck with less
than five minutes to play in regulation, leading
the Dukes to a 1-0 victory over the Blue Hens,
Freshman goalkeeper Justin Epperson
notched his second shutout of the season, and
his first since Sept. 7 over Wofford.
The Dukes are undefeated at home in 2008,
owners of a 4-0 record. With a 2-1 conference
mark, JMU is currently third in the Colonial
Athletic Association.
JMU will face VCU on Wednesday before traveling to Fairfax for its lone match this
weekend, against George Mason.

After winning its first CAA match of 2008
against George Mason, volleyball dropped its
next two conference matches over the weekend in Harrisonburg.
The Dukes fell to Northeastern three
games to one Friday. The next night they
dropped three out of five to Hofstra.
Against the Eagles, sophomore Lindsay Callahan matched her season high with 19 kills.
She came back Saturday as one of three
Dukes to post a double-double against Hofstra.
Freshman Holly Wall had a team-high 18 kills
and 12 digs. Senior Lauren Miles added a season high 54 assists and 12 digs.
JMU continues conference play this weekend, traveling south to UNC Wilmington and
Georgia State. The Dukes are 1-2 in the CAA.

With wins against Drexel and Hofstra
over the weekend, field hockey remained undefeated in conference play and extended its
winning streak to eight games.
The Dukes improved to 10-1 on the season
and 4-0 in the Colonial Athletic Association.
JMU’s only loss came Sept. 7 to No. 3
Wake Forest.
Against Drexel on Saturday, the Dukes
won 2-1 behind a goal and an assist from
senior Lauren Walls. Sophomore Dolores de
Rooij scored the game-winner.
Walls again led JMU on Sunday in its 7-3
win over the Pride. She notched her 10th and
11th goals and fifth assist of 2008.
The Dukes travel to Louisville this weekend to take part in the Louisville Invitational.
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JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
Is Giving Away $100 CASH!!!
James McHone Jewelry will be giving away $100 Cash
to one person wearing any James McHone T-Shirt.
Thursday, October 9th at 12:20 p.m.
In the green space behind FESTIVAL!
Still do not have your FREE T-Shirt? Visit us Downtown
75 Court Square next to Bank of America and www.mchonejewelry.com

JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
1920’s 14K White Gold 0.80 Cts Diamond Ring
Round Brilliant Cut Center 0.80 cts VS2 G

This Week $3600
*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

CLASSIFIEDS
www.breezejmu.org

How to Place an Ad

Visit: www.thebreeze.org/classifieds
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Payment Options:
Major Credit Cards: MasterCard,
Visa, Discover, American Express
Cash
Check

5 Easy Steps!
Step 1: Select Log In from the menu.
Step 2: Register as a new user.
Step 3: Once Logged in, select

Monday, October 6, 2008

Step 4: Fill in the online form.
Step 5: Select “Click Here to Submit
Your Ad” for payment and review

Deadlines:
Monday Issue: Friday 12PM
Thursday Issue: Tuesday 5PM

“Place New Ad” from menu.

Online: All classified ads are also placed on The Breeze website at no additional cost.
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: Make
$5 - $25 per survey. Do it in your spare
time. www. GetPaidToThink.com
LECTURES ON THE APOCALYPSE,
All Welcome. Festival Hall, Basement
Rm.#6, Tuesdays, 7-9 pm. Hosted by:
Christian Kingdom College.

2 BEDROOM HOUSE, great location,
right next to campus, newly renovated
with all appliances, no pets, $750
(540) 433-1569

!BARTENDING! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 XT212

LOOKING FOR BABY SITTER I
am looking for a baby sitter two days
a week in my home minutes from
campus. Two children. References
Please. Thanks Courtney Crummett.
(540) 820-0835
BARTENDING CLASSES STARTING
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY,
jiggersbartendingschool.com
(540)
560-7971

BANDS Local Private Veterans Club
searching for start-up bands without
current bookings, to battle for prize
$1,500 and (4) future bookings in our
club. New talent playing Country or
Southern Rock. Contact Jim Kite or
leave a message. (540) 434-3315

Questions? Call 568-6127

BUSINESSMAN LOOKING TO
expand need good bussiness partners
(540) 421-8428

ENJOY THE BEST STEAK IN TOWN
Texas Steakhouse and Saloon at 1688
E. Market Street features Mesquite
Flame Grilled Steaks. Mention this ad
for 10% OFF. Have a large group for
Family Weekend give us a call. (540)
433-3650
NEED
TO
TALK?
Christian
Counseling Ministry close to campus
offers affordable counseling to students
(540) 437-7767

SPRING BREAK 09 Discounts
Free Travel
Free Meals
www.sunsplashtours.com
1800-426-7710
ZION GLOBAL TRAVEL Book spring
break, Cruises, vacation package,
ﬂights tickets for good price all over
the world. www. Zionglobaltravel.com
call US and canada 1-800-780-5733
Europe
00-800-11-20-11-40
use
discount code: 226832

Fill this space with
your classiﬁed!!

HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
FOR LARGE STUDENT ORGANIZATION

4 Apartments and Adjoining House .
Can accommodate 20 Students.
-Plenty of Parking
-Large Common Room with Fireplace
-Near Campus

540.435.1752

540.487.4057
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